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HOUSE BILL NO. 314

INTRODUCED BY B. MITCHELL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REQUIRING THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO

CONSIDER LOCAL ECONOMIC LOSSES RESULTING FROM COAL PLANT CLOSURES IN COMMISSION

PROCEEDINGS; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Evaluation of coal-fired generation plant closures and acquisitions.

(1) The commission in its proceedings shall consider all economic impacts at the state and local level when
evaluating the acquisition, sale, expansion, or closure of a coal-fired generation plant.
(2) For the purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:
(a) "Coal-fired generation plant” means any thermal power plant that burns coal to produce electricity.
(b) "Economic impacts" means any lost state and local tax revenues, job losses in the state, and other

economic impacts considered appropriate for consideration by the commission.

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an

integral part of Title 69, chapter 3, part 1, and the provisions of Title 69, chapter 3, part 1, apply to [section 1].

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
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